
 

 1 

Second Sunday of Lent. Y A. 5th February 2023. Total submission to the Will of God. 

Today we celebrate the second Sunday of Lent. Twelve days ago, we received ashes on our 

foreheads, a sign that we are nothing, we are like clay in the hands of a Potter, and we are reminded 

of another commitment. This commitment can only be possible when we submit ourselves to God's 

will, owning that our journey requires faith, sacrifice, and detachment from what we want. 

The call of Abram in our first reading to leave his fathers land to an unknown destination is a call 

to total submission to the will of God; though it is very challenging to leave where you are used to 

another destination that is unknown to you. Abram our father, in faith, submitted to the Will of 

God. We are called to be faithful like Abram trusting that God who created us will never disappoint 

us, it's a risk-taking adventure that Abram took. He left father's homeland, the comforts, friendship 

and, all the wealth in his custody to a place he was not sure of, even though God promised him a 

blessing in the new land he was going to show him. We are told that Abram went as the Lord 

directed him. It takes a faithful and courageous personality to make such decision. 

Our vocation as Christians is to submit to the will of God, though we do not know what tomorrow 

has for us, let us trust in the Lord who never fails. He chose us to be who we are today. Therefore, 

he will take care of all the situations around us, which is why St. Paul wrote to Timothy in our 

second reading to bear his share hardship for the gospel; challenges may come our way, but we 

should not be afraid, the one who brought us to existence will surely give us the grace to have 

victory over the challenges of this world.  

In the gospel, Matthew narrates the event of Transfiguration, we hear God saying, 'this is my 

beloved son, listen to him.’ Listening takes hearing to a whole new level. It is much more than just 

hearing words. It is understanding and following those words. It is carefully paying attention to 

what is being said and putting into practice what is being said. 

Jesus taught many things about how to live life on this earth and how to please God. Many 

believers have heard these words, but never attempt to put them into practice, it is either they do 

not understand, or they are not really listening. 

To follow Jesus means that one will leave his past behind and become someone very different. 

This is not an option, as many think and act like it is. In order to be different, one must emphatically 

listen to what Jesus says and then apply it to life. It is no longer about self, but about pleasing God. 

The life of the disciples who witnessed the transfiguration never remained the same. Let us take a 

new level of listening to the word of God at this Lenten season. 

Peace, 

Fr. Jingbe Simon 

 


